The Money Stuff

We are God's church, pursuing God’s mission. But money is involved too. Here’s our take on the topic.

Why does Grace Church Roseville ask for money?
God has placed this church to be a local expression of the church world-wide and we get to be a conduit of
God's work in us and through us. Giving is an act of worship and an act of investment in the things of God
here and around the world. We are an independent church. Our main source of income is the money given
by those who worship with us. We receive no money from any denomination, national organization,
endowment, etc.

Is it Grace Church or God who needs money?
Jesus did not die for our money. He died for our hearts. God does not need our money, but we are called to
give to His work. Giving money is a spiritual discipline that expresses our love and thankfulness to Him, and
commitment to His mission.

| am new to this; what is expected of me?

Giving to church is not as simple as a membership fee, where everybody pays the same. Nor is it like
taxes, where you pay a required percent of your income. Rather, every believer is to take steps toward full
obedience and maturity in the spiritual discipline of giving, just as in all other areas of the Christian life. The
Bible offers us important guidance to this end.

Give money first, regularly, proportionally, generously, and cheerfully.

1 Corinthians 16:2: “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of
money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when | come no collections will have to
be made.”

2 Corinthians 9:6-7: “Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

We make our income from our skills, but our skills come from God.

Deuteronomy 8:17-18: “You may say to yourself, my power and the strength of my hands have
produced this wealth for me. But remember the Lord your God, for it is He who gives you the
ability to produce wealth.”

We are accountable for what we are given.

Luke 16:10-11: “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and
whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. So if you have not been
trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”

The poor gave generously and wanted to share.

2 Corinthians 8:2: “Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty
welled up in rich generosity.”

The rich are commanded to be generous and willing to share.

1 Timothy 6:18: “Command [the rich] to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and be generous and
willing to share.”



(By the way, according to Global Rich List if you make $25,000 a year you're in the top 10% of
richest people in the world.)

Provide the material needs of those who provide your spiritual needs.

1 Corinthians 9:11: “If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a
material harvest from you?”

What is the money used for?

Ninety percent of the church’s income goes to support our church’s ministry, including pastors’ and staff's
salaries and benefits, ministry expenses, and building costs. As a church, we too practice generosity, giving
10% of what we receive to Christian missions outside our church and around the world. A summary of our
annual budget is available from the church office.

What safeguards do you have for the money you receive?

The church is accountable to both God and to our people for the money it receives. We have internal
controls to assure careful accounting, prudent stewardship, and financial integrity. We conduct an annual
financial audit of both contributions and expenditures. Your personal information is secure; who gives, and
how much, is kept confidential. “For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord
but also in the eyes of men.” (2 Corinthians 8:20-21)

How can | give?

At each Sunday service we take an offering as part of our worship; most use cash or checks, and many
choose to use offering envelopes (provided by the church office) so that gifts can be easily recorded, and a
year-end receipt generated for your records. You can also arrange for automated electronic giving (contact
the church office), which deposits an amount you choose from your bank account to the church on a
regular schedule (this is our preferred method since it allows people to give regularly even when out of
town or unable to attend church). And you can always mail a donation to the church office.

If you have more questions or would like to discuss this topic further please contact a pastor, an elder, or
the church business administrator. Any one of them would be glad to meet with you.



